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Focusing on captions and access has been an interest of mine for the past quarter, 

extending to who is able to create and and consume captions and to what audience. Captions 
have become widespread and popularized especially through the formation of streaming services 
such as Hulu and Netflix as well as the proliferation of gaming which uses captions, and the 
automatically generated captions of video publishing website YouTube. Though captions have 
become more accessible, there is still a disconnect between what captions are able to convey, 
especially in comedic scenes like in “Bob’s Burgers” with the captions hindering some of the 
comedic elements of the scene.  Through custom captioning of my scene I was able to use 
elements that are not currently being used in captions such as font size and color and caption 
placement on the screen. By making these elements dynamic I was able to break the static 
mold of captions that are currently being used, since captions have a very systematic format that 
has not changed noticeably since the creation of captions on media. Having the mindset of 
wanting to make captions the main event of a viewing experience instead of making them an 
afterthought is able to change the entire focus and arrangement of the scene and makes the scene 
more comedically accessible for everyone through the captions themselves.  

Using dynamic captions enabled me to create a viewing experience where assistive 
technology was not the focus of the scene and was not made “the other” by the assistive 
captioning but it was the captioning which aided in the humor of the scene itself. Captions are 
used by so many people, including myself and many of my friends, that I believe there is a 
missing chance to utilize captions, specifically with comedy and sitcoms like “Bob’s Burgers”. 
Captions are currently made with the intention of fading into the background and this goes along 
with the ideology that assistive technology should either fade into the background or be brought 
so far into the forefront that it is all that’s focused on and it further alienates the user. I was 
hoping that by doing this assignment with dynamic captioning I could contribute to breaking that 
dichotomy and I could further delve into the different aspects of assistive technology and 
engineering that is inclusive and is relevant to many user’s lives and not just to people who 
traditionally use captions.  

Comparing my captioned scene to the Hulu- provide scene of “Bob’s Burgers,” there is 
more that is conveyed through my dynamic captioning. The coloring, the placement, and the 
scene seems more prominent in my dynamic captioning. In the scene, Tina is driving with her 
father and she begins to veer into another car in the lot, and it is these scene which conveys the 
action of when Tina begins to drive into another car. In the Hulu- provided captions the scene 
seems less dramatic and more relaxed, and the comedy of Tina slowly driving into another car is 
not conveyed, as it is through my captioning of the scene.  

Telling stories through new and nontraditional methods has been a focus on this seminar, 
and ties into what engineering activisms aim to do. I had never realized before completing my 
final project that comedic captions both on animated shows like “Bob’s Burgers” and on live- 
action comedy shows like “Broad City”. In the animated “Bob’s Burgers” scene attached below, 
Tina is distraught over missing a concert that she has been looking forward to for months since 
her aunt Gayle is not able to take her any more, and the depth of how sad she is is not conveyed 
the captions that are given by Hulu. The caption of the scene states that “she has to take him to 
the vet and we have to miss the concert.” The visuality of the scene conveys more than the 

 



 

captions do, in a way; Tina is slumped over on the floor and Louise her sister who never wanted 
Tina to attend the concert in the first place is standing triumphantly over her, looking down and 
smiling since her sister won’t be able to attend the boy band’s concert. The text alone conveys 
the dialogue of the scene but not the emotion, and it is the emotion that makes the scene so funny 
to watch due to the hilarity that is expressed when Tina is so downtrodden over not being able to 
attend a boy band’s concert. If the captions were more dynamic, they could help contribute to the 
comedy of the scene instead of detracting from it as they currently do.  

In the “Broad City” scene posted below, there is another missed moment with the 
captioning. Abbi has lent her apartment to someone she met on the internet for the weekend 
similar to an off- brand Airbnb in order to make some quick and (illegal) cash, and that person 
ended up robbing her apartment. In a moment of sadness she calls her friend Trey over and 
confides in him that (according to the given captions), “you don’t give your key to a stranger, 
just ‘cause he’s really cute, you know?” Though this show is a comedy, this scene is tinged with 
sadness at the fact that Abbi has had her television, laptop, and all electronics stolen by a 
stranger that she allowed to stay in her apartment for the weekend for some extra money. The 
visuality of the scene conveys more than the captions do; Abbi’s face is subdued and sad, and it 
is made visible that she is very upset over this situation though the captions just convey the 
dialogue that she says with the bare minimum of punctuation to give the viewer some context for 
how she says it. If one just read the caption of the scene, Abbi’s sadness does not come across 
and her apartment having been robbed does not seem as big of a deal to her as it is if the scene is 
watched with the audio on as well as the captions. 

Both of the “Bob’s Burgers” and “Broad City” scenes are different, though they share 
many similarities. They both display the fact that the tone of the characters in the scenes are 
missing since only strict dialogue and punctuation is currently conveyed in the captions. Without 
sound the viewer then must discern what mood and temper the characters on screen posses. This 
leaves much to be desired since all media and dialogue, but especially comedic writing, relies so 
heavily on tone and pacing which is not relayed through traditional captioning. Captioning has 
come a long way in the past decades and is crucial to many people and their viewing 
experiences, but it still has a way to go in order to become more dynamic and immersive. Using 
new technology and getting more captioners to do creative and dynamic captioning can help 
solve this problem. With the massive advent of streaming services having captions and 
auto-generated captions on platforms like YouTube, there must be resources that encourage new 
forms of captioning in order to enable access for everyone, and not just people who are 
traditionally hearing.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 


